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than the steadfastness with which he remained constant to those
whom he admired. Alone, in his father's court, he continued
to profess his admiration of the unfortunate Raleigh. No man
but his father, he used to say, would keep such a bird in a cage.
The man to whom he owed the greater part of his knowledge
of shipping was Phineas Pett, one of the King's shipwrights.
On one occasion a complaint was made against Pett, and he
was examined in the presence of the King. During the whole
of the examination the Prince stood by his side to encourage
him, and when he was pronounced innocent of the charge
which had been brought against him, was the first to con-
gratulate him on his success, and to give utterance to a boyish
wish that his accusers might be hanged.1 We can readily
imagine that, as long as the Prince lived, the House of Com-
mons were able to look with hope to the future, and that the
ceremony which they were called to witness must have inclined
them not to deal harshly with the King's demands, in the
hope that the crown would sooner or later rest upon a worthier
head.

On June n, Salisbury addressed the Commons on the
subject of the contract. He proposed that they should at
once grant a supply to pay off the debt, and to meet
demands^ the deficit caused by^he current expenditure. The
supply. support was to be deferred till the next session, which
would commence in October. The annual sum required by
the King was now distinctly stated to be 240,0007., which,
allowing for the loss he expected to suffer, was equal to the
2oo,ooo/. which he had originally demanded. He also wished
them to defer the presentation of their grievances to the
following session. He told them that the impositions had been
examined, and that several had been altogether remitted, at a
yearly loss to the Crown of 2o,ooo/.2

The proposal that the presentation of the Petition of
Grievances should be postponed met with little favour in the
House of Commons. In spite of messages sent by the King,

1  Birch, Life of Henry, Prince of Wales> p. 157.

2  ParL Deb. in 1610, pp. 52, 154, 165.    See the Commission to draw
up a new book of rates, Sept. 5.    Patent Rolls, 8 James /., part 30.